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BONN, Jan. 15r-West Ger- 
many has arrested nine per 


activities in Stuttgart, Dussel- 
dorf, Solingen and . Krefeld. 


eons on suspicion o£ stealing 
secret computer technology 
from IBM and delivering it to 
a Cqmmunist secret service. 

£ JS announcing the/ arrests 
today, the federal public prosr 
•jecutor, ;• Siegfried Buback, re- 
fused to identify those ar- 
rested or to name the firms 
«nd countries involved in the 
alleged industrial espionage. 
He referred only to “persons 
^employed in the computer sec- 
tor” and said that they had 
Jheen working for “an Eastern 
secret service.” 

/* However, reliable sources in 
;Bonn said that the prosecu- 
tor's office had evidence indi- 
cating that the service was the 
Soviet KGB. The sources also 
Confirmed that the .$ alleged 
Spying was directed prince 
-pally against IBM’s West Ger- 
man subsidiary, the Americap 
qomputer firm’s biggest Euro- 
pean brapch. The subsidiary, 
-which specializes in electronic 
Jiaja processing, has.an annual 1 
turnover of about $1.7 billion. 

* A spokesman for IBM’s, 
^headquarters in Stuttgart re- 
leased a brief statement con- 
firming that “one - IBM em- 
$lqyee, an equipment mainte- 
Jiahce man ” was, among those 
;iarrested. The statement added 
'JbnJy that “IBM had . cooper- 
ated fully with the police 
’>vhen asked” and said, “All 
pother inquiries should be di- 
rected to the German; authori- 
^ties as it is a, police matter.” 

• IA_ spokesman at IBM’s in- 
ternational headquarters , in 

°Armonk, N.Y., said that the 
.other arrested persons may be 
former IBM employees, Reu- 
ter news agency reported.] 

At the federal prosecutor’s 
office in Karlsruhe, Buback 


IBM has offices, or installa- 
tions in each of these cities. 

The prosecutor also said 
that when police searched the 
homes of the suspects they 
found a. , Soviet-made minia- 
ture camera, computer compo- 
nents and several rolls of in- 
criminating film. 

/ One of' the;; suspects, he 
added, had $37,000 on his per- 
son when arrested. Buback 
also said that his office had in- 
formation indicating that the 
alleged members of the rihg 
had been paid at; least $118,000 
for their activities. 

characterized the arrests as 
/the breakup of “one' of the 
most important industrial es- 
pionage rings” operating* in 
'West Germany. 

£ -He; said that those under 
'•suspicion apparently became 
'Involved for money and al- 
leged that they had given the 
-pastern secret service details 
’of .computer systems, program- 
ming techniques, maintenance 
..manuals, magnetic tapes and 
•other technical. material. , •*.. 
- The Soviet Union has always 
lagged at least 10 years be- 
hind the United States in com- 
puter technology, and in re- 
icent years the gap has been 
Widening. • j 

;• According to Buback, the in- 
-vestigation began Dec. ' 22; 
;when two of the suspects were 
discovered using a miniature 
.‘camera to photograph, com- 
•puter maintenance manuals at 
a .firm in Frankfurt. Twelve 
•persons were subsequently ar- 
rested, he said, and nine are 
(still in custody. 

-\ In addition to Frankfurt, 
^Buback said, the ring had con* 
Idpcted industrial espionage 


Guillaume Indictment 
For High Treason Set 

KARLSRUHE, West Ger- 
many, Jan. 15 (AP) — Guenter, 
Guillaume, whose arrest as an 
East German spy last year top- 
pled Willy Brandt as chancel- 
lor, will be charged by West 
Germany with high treason at 
the end of, this month Federal 
Prosecutor Siegfried Buback 
announced today. 

Guillaume and his wife, 
Christel, were seized in: Bonn 
April 25 under urgent suspi- 
cion of espionage for Commu- 
nist East Germany. They have 
been held in custody for inves- 
tigation since then. j 

Guillaume, 47, is suspected 
of passing secret documents to 
the East Berlin secret service 
while he worked as a key po- 
litical aide in Brandt’s chan- 
cellory. • V 

Brandt quit as chancellor in 
the wake of the disclosure, 
which led to a continuing 
scandaL because of alleged se- 
curity lapses in the govern- 
ment. Brandt was succeeded 
as chancellor in May by his 
Social Democratic Party col- 
league Helmut Schmidt. 


Army Sentences GI 
'For Aiding. Espionage 


KAISERSLAUTERN, West 
Germany, Jan. 15 (AP)~ A U.S. 
Army court-martial sentenced 
a soldier to four years at hard 
labor today, after finding him 
guilty of having passed classi- 
fied documents to his German- 
born wife “for the benefit of a 
foreign government.” 

Sp. 5 Leslie J. Payne, 27, of 
Pana, 111., was arrested by 
German police Oct. 14 and 
handed over to U.S. ' military 
custody. His wife Krista, 39, 
who was born, in what is now 
i Communism-ruled East Ger- 
many, remained in the custody 
of West German police, and is 
still awaiting trial before a 
German court. 


The foregin government 
mentioned in the court-mar- 
tial’s verdict was not identi- 
fied, but it appeared that East 
Germany was involved. 


